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The opening of the hip and play-
ful LINQ entertainment complex 
has rocked Las Vegas, the town 
that has seen everything from 
naked showgirls to a swim-with-
sharks adventure.

The LINQ is Vegas with edge. 
It embraces three new, young-in-
spirit elements, all designed for 
the millennial generation, and all 
darlings of Twitter and Insta-
gram: the buzzy, colourful LINQ 
Hotel & Casino; the High Roller, 
the world tallest observation 
wheel; and The LINQ Prom-
enade, an engaging walkway of 
shops, restaurants and amuse-
ments that will please your inner 
child.

With trees, fountains, sidewalk 
cafés and cute boutiques, the car-
free Promenade is a high-energy 
marketplace with an entirely 
new vibe for Vegas. You’ll be like 
a kid in a candy store at Sprinkles 
Cupcakes, Ghirardelli ice cream 
parlour and Haute Doggery. 
There is downtown cool at Club 
Tattoo and NJOY, a vaping shop, 
and uptown glam at Bella Scarpa 
and Kitson. The ultrahip Brook-
lyn Bowl doubles as a nightclub 
and concert space with capacity 
for 2,400.

I want to say that LINQ Prom-
enade is wholesome, but the 
titillating spirit of Sin City lives 
on. Among the 20 or so boutiques 
is sexy Ruby Blue, where you can 
buy lacy lingerie and rhinestone 
handcuffs. And one of 40 bars 
and eateries is the 2015 version 
of Vegas’s epic O’Shea’s Casino, 
which operates round-the-clock 
for gambling, beer pong and seri-
ously stiff drinks like the Irish 
margarita.

The LINQ Promenade connects 
with other Caesars Entertain-
ment hotels via walkways and 
hotels and restaurants, creating 
a pedestrian neighbourhood of 
infinitely varied experiences. 
There is free Wi-Fi throughout, 
and the convenience of signing 
to your hotel room for drinks and 
food at many places.

The LINQ Hotel & Casino has 
a crazy, fun colour-block exterior 
in blue, green and yellow, and 

high-tech, minimalist rooms.
Like most Vegas hotels, LINQ 

is a busy-busy place. The lobby 
doubles as a sprawling, jangling 
casino, and there is an incredible 
choice of food and drink, includ-
ing celebrity chef Guy Fieri’s 
Vegas Kitchen & Bar, and Hash 
House a Go-Go, as well as the 
Catalyst Bar and TAG Sport Bar.

The lounge called 3535 has TVs 
and private booths and a con-
noisseur’s choice of barrel-aged 
spirits, beer and crafted cocktails 
like the Sushi-tini with wasabi-
infused gin) and the roasted 
garlic Bloody Mary.

Guests can either check into 
The LINQ Hotel at the front 
desk (there often are lineups) or 
text to register from their smart 
phones and head up to one of 
about 2,400 modern rooms or 
suites. Privileged patrons (big 
spenders at the casino or those 
staying in cabana guest rooms or 
suites) can check in at a serene 
VIP reception lounge with 
refreshments.

All new, The LINQ’s rooms are 
attractive and airy, with platform 
beds and modular furniture in 
pale wood and grey, brightened 
by splashes of candy-cane colour 
and bright abstract murals. LINQ 
is a budget-priced hotel — Web 
specials dip as low as $60 a night 
(Canadian dollars), but it has 
such comforts as pillow-top 
mattresses and a new, all-natural 
soap, Zero% by Gilchrist and 
Soames.

A LINQ room is a high-tech 
scenario with USB outlets and an 
interactive TV for programming 
wake-up calls, in-room dining 
and reservations for restaurants 
and Las Vegas’ famous shows. 
There is no printed material in 
the rooms, so no clutter and no 
waste.

Suites have living rooms and 
the two high-rolling penthouses 
also have dining rooms, enter-
tainment areas, two bathrooms 
and multiple 47-inch flat-screen 
TVs. If you love pool life, LINQ 
has poolside guest rooms that 
open onto the deck with private 
sun-lounge patios.

With nearly 300 days of sun-
shine a year, Vegas hotels need 
amazing pool scenes. The pool at 
LINQ — only two months old — 
is a large two-level party venue, 
with sun loungers, day-beds and 
cabanas. Bachelors and bach-
elorettes lounge on floating bean 
bags and play beer pong in the 

pool while DJs spin hits by Kanye 
West, Beyoncé and Jay-Z.

The servers deliver beach pails 
filled with beer on ice, and the 
barmen announce pop-up spe-
cials like two-for-one brews or $5 
vodka shots.

The poolside cabanas — fab 
venues for party groups — are 
like little living rooms, equipped 
with refreshments, refrigerators, 
security safes, TVs, music speak-
ers and USB links.

 The High Roller has changed 
Vegas’ skyline — no small feat. It 
is a thrilling 30-minute ride high 
in the sky in a cabin with sweep-
ing views of the city and the 
picturesque Nevada mountains 
beyond. Each time of day has its 

own character — morning glow, 
afternoon sunshine, evening 
sparkle — and the High Roller’s 
Happy Half-Hour has a special 
spellbinding feature — an open 
bar.

The large glass cabins accom-
modate 25 up to 40 people, 
although you can organize a pri-
vate celebration (what a cocktail 
party) or a romantic rendezvous 
for two. The wheel circles slowly 
upward to a peak height of 167 
metres (that’s 20 metres shy of 
the top of Montreal’s skyscraper 
Place Ville Marie, but 30 metres 
taller than the London Eye). Only 
in Vegas.
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LINQ complex is a playground for millennials

The lobby lounge 3535 at the new LINQ Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas  
features artisan cocktails and barrel-aged spirits.

The High Roller Observation Wheel has changed the Las Vegas skyline and gives The LINQ Promenade and the new 
LINQ Hotel & Casino a playful, young-at-heart air.   P H O T O S :  C A E S A R S  E N T E RTA I N M E N T  

The LINQ Hotel & Casino: 
800-634-6441, 702-731-
3311, the linq.com; 3535 Las 
Vegas Blvd. S. (The Strip), Las 
Vegas. Caesars Total Rewards 
loyalty program applies if you 
book directly with hotel.
Price: Web specials dip 
to $55 U.S., depending on 
availability. Regular rates 
for rooms and suites start 
at $89 U.S. Resort fee, $25, 
covers Wi-Fi, fitness centre, 
local calls, swimming pool 
for 21 and over. Guests with 
children can use the pools at 
the neighbouring Flamingo 
Las Vegas. Bars have Happy 
Hours, usually 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
and 12 a.m. to closing.
High Roller: $26.95 to 
$36.95; Happy Half-Hour 
(open bar for 21 or older), 
times vary, $37-$52.
Las Vegas: 877-VISITLV (877-
847-4858), lasvegas.com

Hip and playful with an edge, it’s not 
what many expect from Las Vegas
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TRAVELODGE
1016 Shelburne Road, South Burlington
1-802-862-6421

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates for 2
nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD Plus Tax.
Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet Charge $10/pet/
night. Rates based on availability and not valid on busy
weekends.

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a studio efficiency
at US $92.00 or a more spacious one bedroom suite at US
$112.00/night, including a deluxe continental breakfast
and free WIFI. Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with
other discounts and subject to availability. Effective May 1
to November 1, 2015. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for
1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

ONTARIO

GLEN HOUSE RESORT
www.glenhouseresort.com
409, 1000 Islands Parkway, Gananoque, Ontario
1-800-268-4536

Visit The Glen House Resort – Smugglers Glen Golf Course
in the Heart of the 1000 Islands and choose from one of
our many Stay and Play or Romance Packages, starting
at $145 per person per night based on double occupancy
(+ tax and service). Enjoy our 18 hole championship golf
course, onsite spa, casual fine dining, local Theatre, Boat
Cruises and Casino.

MAINE

NEW YORK VERMONT

GOCEAN WOODS RESORT
Goose Rocks Beach
www.oceanwoodresort.com
71 Dyke Rd, Kennebunkport, Maine
1-866-967-1928
RELAX, peaceful, affordable lodging near amazingly
scenic sandy beach. Outdoor pool, hot tub, shuffleboard.
Complimentary beach towels, chairs, umbrellas & beach
wagon. Spacious rooms include Free WiFi, full bath, cable
TV, AC, mini-fridge, coffeemakers and FREE Continental
Breakfast. See Internet Specials on our Web Site. 10%
discount for 5 or more nights.

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
www.riversidetowerhotel.com
New York City, New York
Toll free 800-724-3136

Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites USD $149. -
$169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson River views, 18 floors,
kitchenette, 5 minutes to midtown. Safe, quiet luxury
area. Riverside Drive & 80th Street.

QUALITY INN
2572 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne
855-547-2524

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD or
1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which includes
1 night stay with round trip transportation to BTV airport
and up to 21 days parking for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates
based on double occupancy. Additional charge $10/person/
night. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates also include
Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business center.
Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not
valid on busy weekends.
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